let it shine
OCWM: Our Covenant

With One Another

| gained a renewed appreciation for covenant during
a recent conversation with a new member of our
congregation. “I'm so grateful to have found this church,”
he said. “In just a few weeks | have gained such strength
from our worship and from being with the other members. The great thing is,
the church has helped me find a way to act out my faith in my daily life. | have
found a home, but it makes me strong to go into the world for Christ.”

As | listened to this comment | thought of the Salem Covenant of 1629. We
covenant with the Lord and with one another and do bind ourselves in the
presence of God, to walk in all God’s ways, according as God is pleased to reveal
to us the blessed word of divine truth.

The new member was echoing the sentiments of the Salem Covenant,
expressing a bedrock concept in our theology: we are connected in a community
of unconditional love, devoted to the worship of God, and to walking in God’s
ways. The connection is the covenant. Because we live in covenant, we find the
wisdom, strength and faith to live out our beliefs. Without each other, where
would we be?

Paul says it best in | Corinthians 12:27: “Together we are the body of Christ.”
Paul doesn’t say, “Go off on your own; we don’t need each other; you do your
thing, I'l do mine.” On the contrary, just as the hand needs the foot and the eye
needs the ear, so we need each other. We must stick together if we hope to be
faithful to our baptismal vows. It’s just too hard to be a Christian on your own.
In Christ we are one body with many parts, and so we are a covenant people,
connected and dependent on each other.

Think of it this way: one member of a local church cannot do everything - teach
children, sing in the choir, cook for the hungry, visit the sick, serve in a shelter,

and balance the books. It takes lots of folks with lots of gifts, living in covenant
to do all that. We depend on each other as members of body of Christ to carry

on these ministries.

Our Mission and Ministry

In the same way a local church cannot do everything: rebuild the Gulf Coast after
Katrina, support pastors in Africa, provide education for seminarians, assist
farmers in the Philippines, provide medical care in Turkey, and run camps for
kids. It takes the whole church - local congregations, conferences, national
ministries - living in covenant to do all that. The local church, conferences, and
national ministries depend on each other as members of the body of Christ to
carry on the work.

That’s where Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) comes in. OCWM is the name
given to each UCC congregation’s voluntary financial support for the ministries

of the conference, national and global settings of the United Church of Christ.
OCWM enables the whole UCC to work together, extending the reach of each

local church, making it a global mission outpost - it's covenant in action! Through
OCWM we live our faith, as the local church connects with Christians around the
globe. In a real way, OCWM is the embodiment of our theology of covenant.

Yes, the local church is the fundamental unit of mission in the world... and
thanks be to God for the local church. As a pastor, | stand in awe of its power
for good. But the church’s mission is not simply local, it is also global. We live
in covenant across our conferences, nation and around the globe through
Our Church’s Wider Mission. The work carried out by conference and national
ministries does not belong to someone else, it is our ministry. We can’t walk
away from it. Our Church’s Wider Mission: it's who we are.

Reflection:

* How has your congregation strengthened its covenant with the Conference
this past year?

* Name a new activity you will engage in this coming year that reflects your
personal commitment to strengthening that covenant.

* Name some ways the Conference has been present to your congregation this
past year?

Resources

Go to www.ucc.org/ocwm for information and a variety of resourges aboutfthe
ministries of the UCC around the world.
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