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Designing the Future at

Silver Lake

BY HAL CHORPENNING

ow do you improve an icon? How can

you attempt to change something that
bears deep memories of generations?

Why not leave well enough alone?

Silver Lake Conference Center is
indeed an icon for the Connecticut
Conference and its youth ministry; no
other site is so rich with memories for
generations in the spiritual develop-
ment of our young people. And we’re
getting ready to make it even better.

Crying needs at Silver Lake have been adequate and accessible
dining space, lodging space for adults, and indoor program
areas. All of this will come together in a new facility at the
heart of the conference center.

One of the first steps was to select an architectural firm that
would be sensitive to the environment, history, and culture of
Silver Lake. A panel composed of Silver Lake alumni, staff,
clergy, laypeople and young adults helped make that decision.

The Right Firm

Three firms were considered for the task. Each had unique
abilities and characteristics, but the group selected will create
a centerpiece for Silver Lake that will not only fit into the
unique site in the Litchfield hills and provide the needed
space, but will enhance the overall feeling of the Silver Lake
Conference Center.

Centerbrook is the firm they chose. Located in the
Centerbrook section of Essex, Conn., Centerbrook is an inter-
nationally renowned firm with a staff of 80. In 1998, the
American Institute of Architects conferred the national Firm
Award on Centerbrook, recognizing that “their work translates
human needs into the poetry...of architecture.”

“They are probably one of the top half-dozen architectural
firms nationally know for quality,” says Robert A.M. Stern,
dean of the Yale School of Architecture. They do powerful,
unique, special buildings that are not so powerful, unique,
and special that they cast everything around them into doubt.
Continued on page 3

Walking the Walk: Walking the site gives new perspectives to the committee members working with
Centerbrook on plans for a new facility at Silver Lake.




