
CAUCE  
Date | time 1/10/2017 10:00 AM | Meeting called by Coordinating Committee 

Attendance: Gwen McCann, Karen Ziel, Jessica Lyman, Julia Manners, Georgette Huie, Barbara Collins, Sue 
Timony-Hall, Rosemary Lamie 

 Item Owner 

 Coffee and chat 
Devotion  

 

  Gwen 

 Continuing Education - share ideas around Lenten programs – 

Georgette Huie at Rocky Hill – in recent years RH has celebrated a combination of Mardi Gras and 
Ash Wednesday which they called Fat Ash Wednesday. They will continue the tradition, but 
probably not the name. Closer to Easter, they have an event that includes making heart 
crayons out of the old pieces of crayons they’ve saved during the year.  They also have had an 
Easter Egg Hunt. 

 Jill Manners at Westbrook – they invite the congregation to write daily devotions that are compiled 
into a collection. These are put together by the pastor and shared by email and in written format 
to be picked up at the church. Some are also used in worship. These devotions are in varied 
formats – poetry, scripture, quotes, themes, etc. also they have small group meetings once a 
week during lent called “Sacred Rhythms” which focuses on spiritual practices. 

Gwen McCann at Kensington – they have used an idea from Vibrant Faith which is to develop 
booklets for kids with ideas for doing something for someone else every day during lent. It 
includes a calendar where the children can record what they did that day. Gwen also mentioned 
a list of “40 for 40” things to do during lent which she emailed to the committee after the 
meeting. A copy is attached to these minutes. 

 Jessica Lyman at West Haven – directed us to Pinterest which is getting better   and better at 
including ideas for lent, advent, etc. 

 Sue Timony-Hall at Madison – They traditionally do a trip to YSOP on Good Friday, so they do not 
do a sunrise service on Easter. 

 Rosemary Lamie at Greenwich – they have done walk through holy week, egg dyeing and other 
variations on these activities. Last year the two events were held simultaneously but in different 
parts of the church. The Walk through HW section included a huge labyrinth on canvas which 
was encircled by “waystations” for the events of HW and immediately after. Children were given 
passports which they stamped as they visited the “stations”. 

 

  All 
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Approve minutes and reports 

• Minutes of 11/8/16 meeting – Corrected And Approved 
• Registrar’s report – 30 supporting members with 16 due for renewal. 

Will keep these members on the roster at least until the brochure is updated on the     
website. 

• Treasurer’s report – Balance $1782.62. No Expenses in 2016. Therefore         there is a 
generous amount of money available for NEAUCE scholarships this year. Will “advertise” 
this fact widely and perhaps offer a few incentives to “first time at NEAUCE” attendees. 
Might want to do a series 
of mailings. At February meeting, we will prep the mailing which will   contain the newest 
CAUCE brochure, hopefully the NEAUCE brochure, and any other pertinent material that  
is available at the time. 
 

 

  Rosemary 
  Tracy G.     
   
  Georgette   
   
 
 

 
 



 Item Owner 

• NEAUCE 2017 report – “Toward Common Ground” May 2-4 at Pilgrim Pines in Swanzey, 
NH. “Toward Common Ground – Living Faithfully in a Diverse World Community”. The focus 
this year is to educate ourselves about diversity and reflect on how we can work with our 
young people on these matters. There will be three keynote speakers. On Tuesday, Rev. Da 
Vita McCallister, Ct Associate Conference Minister for Leadership and Vitality will be the 
keynoter for the day. On Wednesday, Day will do a racial justice workshop during flextime. 
Also on Wednesday, Dr. Heidi Hadsell, Pres, Hartford Seminary will address interfaith 
issues. On Thursday, Dr. Courtney Goto, Prof. at Boston U School of Theology will address 
the topics in her book “The Grace of Playing”  and how to work with young people. Worship 
leaders are Matt Emery and Greg Gray (music) both from CT.  
 
Workshops will address topics for both practitioners new to Faith Formation as well as those 
who need more advanced training. There will be several workshops including – Phoebe 
Milliken formerly of Plowshares will address cultural awareness; Karen Ziel will present 
curricula and resources for diversity issues and Georgette Huie will present on developing 
leadership in children. Registration has remained the same for last 4 years $285 and $250 
for AUCE members. More details will be available as the program is confirmed.   
 

  Tracy B.,    
  Georgette 
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Read our vision statement: 

CAUCE will foster communities that affirm, equip, support, develop, and advocate for 
leaders of faith formation. 

  All 
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Report from Karen Ziel,  

• UCC national is presenting a program on LOGOS in MO on March 29. See 
http://www.genonministries.org/pages/logos-all-about-logos.There are funds available to 
help defray the costs to attend. Contact Ivy Beckwith in Cleveland. See 
http//events.uccpages.org/logos.html.  

• Some pastoral concerns – Tracy Bausum & her mother; an Asylum Hill staff member’s 
husband died which is why Marcie and Kyle could not be with us today; Debi Mastroni-
Kenyon will have some surgery on Jan 18. 

• Stepping Stones – events coming up: See CTUCC.org -> Resources -> Faith Formation -> 
Bulletin Board for details on the following workshops 

Vitality through Serving with Debby Kirk, Jan 18 (snow date Jan 19) at CTUCC, 125 
Sherman St Hartford  6:00 – 8:30PM 

            Rotation 2.0 with Becky Stambaugh, Feb 1 at First Congregational Church of  
                     Guilford 
 
            Prayer & Worship w/ Youth Groups with Kevin Weikel at First Church of  

    Christ in Simsbury on Feb 16.    
 
         Also remember to email reminders to your regions. 
 

• About Silver Lake – Ct Conference has set a goal of registering at least 100 more children 
& youth this summer. Registration begins January 15. We are urged to have a Silver Lake 
Sunday at our churches to highlight the offerings and the incredible experience kids have 
there. SLCC staff are eager to help us stage a special program for our congregations. 
 

• Some positions available across the state –  
Canton Center; Mystic; Groton; Enfield. 
Also Sarah LeGeyt, a former Coordinating Committee member, is now at East Granby 
and is a trained mentor. Check the CTUCC website for more details or contact Karen. 
  

• Other info about the website. Periodically there will be stories of new faith formation staff on 
the website. Most recently read about Jenny Byxbee at Round Hill Community Church in 

 

 



 Item Owner 
Greenwich and Dana Johnson at Saugatuck. Also, we are invited to submit articles about 
events we have had in 300 words and photos are welcome, too. 
 
• SUPER SATURDAY on March 18, Wilbraham, MA near Springfield MA (about 40 

minutes from Hartford). The keynote speaker is Brian McLaren author of The Great 
Spiritual Migration: How the World's Largest Religion is Seeking a Better Way to be 
Christian, Brian McLaren has said “young people are looking for an organizing religion 
not an organized religion. More details at CTUCC.org. 

 
• Mentors – There are four trained mentors in CT: Caroline Ainsworth at New Canaan,  

      Dawne Quinn at West Hartford; Julia Manners at Westbrook and Sarah LeGeyt at  
E. Granby. Jessica Lyman at West Haven benefitted from a mentorship and said it was 
extremely helpful in her new position as DCE which has recently become a fulltime 
position. 
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• Compensation Guidelines workgroup (1-2 people) - Current guidelines were approved in 
2014. Prior to that it was 2009. Now is the ideal timing for updating the document. The data 
from the April 2016 survey contains most of the data needed for the update. May want to 
contact churches who have recently searched and used the guidelines for more info. But 
may need another survey specifically focused on hiring and compensation. Debi Mastroni 
Kenyon volunteered to work on the Compensation Guidelines work group. 
 

• CAUCE sponsored Event/Retreat – results from the spring 2016 survey revealed that most 
practitioners want an event that provides a speaker, workshops and a devotional. CAUCE is 
primarily known for sponsoring an annual event for faith formation (and Christian Education) 
practitioners.  The coordinating committee prefers the retreat model such as the one we held 
at Silver Lake last year. We have agreed on a hybrid approach possibly in West Hartford 
where a devotional could focus perhaps on the labyrinth where there are both an outside 
and indoor labyrinths. Possibilities will continue to be discussed at future meetings. We will 
aim to schedule an event in the fall of 2017. The committee also discussed the possibility of 
making our June planning retreat day a true retreat perhaps at Silver Lake  
with an optional overnight and Barbara Collins said her pastor would very likely be happy to 
facilitate the retreat component for us. 
 

• Web presence/social media-how and who? The new website has launched and the Faith 
Formation section is being updated and added to regularly. Right now Karen is our link and 
anything we have to submit should be given to her for inclusion. One thing CAUCE will 
submit will be the minutes of our meetings as soon as they are available.  
 

• Other business – Julia Manners is guiding her Faith Formation Committee in the 
development of a statement of purpose. Karen suggested that the group be mindful of 
relating it to the church’s mission statement. 
 

• NEXT MEETING – FEBRUARY when we will start at 9:30 to assemble a mailing that will 
include the current CAUCE brochure, hopefully the NEAUCE brochure, a listing of continuing 
education opportunities such as remaining Stepping Stones workshops & super Saturday 
and any other pertinent documents that become available.  
 

• In the meantime, reps should send a Happy New Year email to their regions ASAP 
with currently available Stepping Stones info, NEAUCE hold the date message and 
Super Saturday info. NOTE: not everyone pays close attention to all of the many emails 
they receive so your subject line is very important and it is best to highlight any questions 
you need them to respond to. 

 

  Gwen 
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Closing:  Next meeting, February 14, Valentine’s Day, at 9:30 am in the CTUCC office to prep 
the mailing and hold our meeting. 
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Next meeting: February 14, 2017 Coffee and snail mail prep at 9:30 am and meeting at 10 am. 

 

40 for 40, Lent Ideas 
 

1. Read/ listen to the gospel story of the temptation of Jesus. Think about what God wants for you this Lent 
season. 

2. Give something away every day, a smile, a compliment, a helping hand. 
3. Forgive someone who has hurt you. 
4. Pray for a stranger: someone in the news, an ambulance passenger, a medical worker, etc. 
5. Hold a complaining fast; try to refrain from whining and complaining.  
6. Buy an extra to give away, perhaps your favorite snack. 
7. Thank people who deserve it, your school janitor, the garbage collector, a cashier, etc. 
8. Visit or meet a neighbor; bring them a plate of cookies or some flowers. 
9. Remind yourself of God’s presence by repeating, “God is near, God is here”. 
10. Send an anonymous gift to someone who needs a pick-me-up. 
11. Call on God to be with you when you are worried or scared. 
12. Become involved in a church activity, event or cause. 
13. Send a note of thanks or appreciation. 
14. Donate to a food pantry. 
15. Care for the world: pick up liter or plant a tree. 
16. Share a meal with a friend or family member you don’t see very often. 
17. Recall a blessing of the day. 
18. Thank God for a “gift” of nature. 
19. Collect change for a favorite charity. 
20. Celebrate the good fortune of someone else. 
21. Give an unexpected compliment. 
22. In moments of silence (bus rides, car rides, brushing your teeth) thank God for something. 
23. Give your place in line to someone behind you. 
24. Enjoy a free family activity. 
25. Do one specific thing to show your support of the Greatest Commandment; Love God, Love your neighbor. 
26. Make a list of blessings and give thanks to God. 
27. Think of a time you were worried, thank God for being with you. 
28. Enjoy life. 
29. Make peace on the playground. 
30. Share a random act of kindness. 
31. Allow a sibling to play with one of your favorite toys. 
32. Read a Bible story. 
33. Pass it on. Donate gently used toys, books and clothing to a charity or a family in need. 
34. Learn something new about Jesus. 
35. Make someone’s day. Visit http://daymakermovement.com. 
36. Watch the rising or setting sun and give thanks for another ordinary day. 
37. Make a list of what makes our church a special place. 
38. Watch a movie about a Bible story. 
39. Read Bible stories about Holy Week. 
40. Send an Easter card to someone who is lonely or ill. 



 

Added: 

 
One of the things we are doing for Lent is: the church school is presenting a Walk Through Holy Week in the sanctuary on Palm 
Sunday. One of our goals this year was to increase the participation of children and youth in worship and this objective is part of 
fulfilling that goal. Cheryl  
 

 


