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RESOLUTION: STATUS OF WOMEN IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY

WHEREAS an integral part of our Christian faith is that God's love for all his children makes
no distinction of worth between male and female. They are equal in value in God's
sight; therefore, distinctions made by society which assume an inferior superior
relationship are contrary to the will of God. The right of each person to achieve his
or her maximum potential as a child of God is basic to any understanding of the
gospel of Jesus Christ;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of
Christ:

1. Insist on increasing opportunities for women in theological education, ordination,
voluntary roles and employment at all levels of the Church's life - as pastors, as
national and judicatory staff, with equal pay for equal work, and as members of the
policy-making boards and agencies of the denomination;

2. Recommend to the U.C.C. Board for Homeland Ministries, Division of Christian
Education, that it undertake immediately the revision of the U.C.C. curriculum
already in need of vast revision in other areas, and that this revision include
significantly greater awareness of the contributions of women to Church and
society, and that all sexist stereotyping be omitted.

3. Offer the Church as inspiration and forum to develop a social action program
concerning women's rights and expectations

4. Work toward elimination of discrimination in employment and compensation on
the basis of sex wherever it exists in our society

5. Call on the United States Senate to ratify the United Nations Convention on the
Status of Women;

6. Support legislation to repeal restrictions on physician performed abortions during
the early months of pregnancy and permit physicians to determine the applicability
of more limited criteria thereafter;

7. Commend, without necessarily endorsing every claim, style and proposal, the
organizations for women's liberation for the contributions they have made toward a
better understanding of the economic, cultural and social injustices which have been
inflicted upon the women of our society;

8. Expect new life styles for our children which no longer confine boys and girls to
narrow, stereotyped roles which deny their essential humanity and limit their
vocational prospects;

9. Recognize that there are other areas not covered in this document and deserving
further study, especially those pertaining to equal opportunity for education and the



legal implications of the Equal Rights Amendment, such as military service, divorce
and alimony, legal age and property.


