
Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ 
General Association September 25-26, 2016  

Moderator’s Notes 
 
Date and Venue 
 
The 307th gathering of General Association—the oldest annual clergy gathering in the United 
States—was held on Sunday, September 25-Monday, September 26, 2016 in Southbury, CT. 
 
After having spent numerous years at Silver Lake, the General Association (GA) Planning Team 
decided to change things up in 2016, by offering GA over the course of two days (not three) and at a 
new location: the Heritage Hotel and Conference Center.  
 
Sunday, September 25th  
 
The meeting began on Sunday night with a cocktail hour before dinner where the 49 attendees were 
able to enjoy some hors d’oeuvres and engage in a time of fellowship with one another.  A delicious 
buffet dinner was then served in the Garden Room on the hotel’s lower level. 
 
Following dinner, the Moderator, Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Gallagher of the United Congregational Church 
of Tolland, opened the meeting with the Moderator’s address.  Rev. Gallagher talked about his 
personal transition from serving in Maine to serving in Connecticut.  At the end the “minutes” from 
the 2015 GA were accepted and approved unanimously. 
 
Following the Moderator’s address, the Conference Minister of the Connecticut Conference, Rev. 
Kent Siladi, addressed the gathered body.  In his usual conversational style, Rev. Siladi talked about 
some of the unique challenges clergy and churches are facing in 2016 in Connecticut, noting that 
clergy are doing ministry in a climate for which they were not trained.  Rev. Siladi talked about this 
being an exciting time for clergy and churches, despite the unique challenges, and stated that the 
church needs good leadership now more than ever.  Following his address Rev. Siladi entertained 
numerous questions from the gathered body. 
 
Following a closing worship service, Sunday evening concluded with free time spent in the hotel 
lounge, pool, and spa, to name just a few options available. 
 
Monday, September 26th  
 
On Monday the gathered body of GA—67 strong—opened with a time of worship before 
welcoming Carlton Mackey, Director of the Ethics and the Arts Program at the Emory Center for 
Ethics as keynote speaker.  With a continental breakfast to start, a break for a buffet lunch in the 
middle and a closing worship service with communion, Mackey led attendees through four sessions: 
The Ethics of Identity, Typical American Families, Beautiful in Every Shade and How Vocation 
Becomes Action.  Mackey’s engaging presentation challenged and encouraged attendees to reflect on 
issues of race and identity, noting that in today’s world there is no such thing as a “typical” 
American family.  Also naming that “system” of racial inequality is well established, he encouraged 
his audience to reflect on whether it was worth the cost to break the system through their actions.  
Mackey’s presentation stirred up a number of questions from the gathered body and spawned 



conversations that took place over lunch, during snack breaks, and in car rides home following the 
meeting. 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
With the initial reviews of GA’s new location and format being very favorable, the GA Planning 
Committee has decided that GA 2017 will be held in the same location, this time running from 
Monday-Tuesday on September 25 & 26, 2017. 
 
With great appreciation, these notes were written with the assistance of two articles by Tiffany Vail, Associate 
Conference Minister for Communications, written about GA 2016 and published at www.ctucc.org. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey M. Gallagher, 
General Association 2016 Moderator 


