
Connecticut Conference United Church of Christ 
Hartford, CT  
 
May 8, 2017  
 
Call to the Tri-Conference Annual Meeting 
(the 150th Annual Meeting of the CT Conference) 
Connecticut Convention Center 
100 Columbus Avenue, Hartford, CT 
Friday & Saturday: June 16 & 17, 2017 
 
To: Lay Delegates from Local Churches 
Youth Delegates from Local Churches 
All Authorized Ministers of the Conference 
All Officers of the Conference 
Moderators of Associations 
Former Moderators of the Annual Meetings 
Board of Directors and Committees Named in The Bylaws 
 
This comes to you as the Call and Invitation to the Tri-Conference Annual Meeting (the 150th Annual 
Meeting of the Connecticut Conference). 
 
Remember that all sessions are open to registered visitors as well as delegates, so be sure to tell 
others about this historic meeting!  

 
Registration 
Registration is available on-line at Registration. Please register and pay by Monday, June 5, 2017. Walk-
in registrations will be available and there will be a limited number of Saturday lunch tickets available at 
registration. Registration will begin at 2:30 PM on Friday and again at 7:30 AM on Saturday morning.  
 
Pre-Annual Meeting-Conference Leaders Hosting Online Forums 
At the June 16 - 17 historic Tri-Conference Annual Meeting, delegates will be asked to endorse a 
proposal by the Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island Conference Boards of Directors to join 
together to form a new conference. Conference leaders want to make sure you are informed about this 
proposal. That is why you are encouraged to attend one of five online forums that will feature a 
discussion about the proposal. Register for an Online Forum today. 
 
Keynote speaker for the Annual Meeting-The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer 
Dr. Dorhauer, General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ will be reflecting on the 
changing nature of the church and our need to be adaptive and flexible in these times in which we live. 
Dr. Dorhauer is a familiar presence in Connecticut having been the Keynoter at the 2015 Annual Meeting 
immediately after taking office in Cleveland. For more information on Dr. Dorhauer please visit Annual 
Meeting. 
 
Friday, June 16, 2017 
On Friday afternoon there will be hearings, a conversation about the “Together, As One” proposal and an 
orientation for new delegates. The Friday evening plenary will be a special time of worship with all three 
conferences coming together as one body in Christ. The Rev. Dr. Maritza de Gonzalez, Co-Pastor of 
Manantial de Gracia of West Hartford, will preach. A worship team comprised of members of all three 
Conferences have been collaborating to make this a spirit-filled beginning to this historic meeting. 
 



Saturday, June 17, 2017 
On Saturday morning there will be a joint plenary session to provide background, information and 
testimony for the Resolution proposing continued discernment and planning for the creation of a new 
Conference serving the CT, MA & RI churches and clergy. Dr. Dorhauer’s keynote speech will complete 
the morning. After lunch all three Conferences will meet in separate plenaries to conduct business and to 
act on the resolution. The closing plenary will end with worship and a conversation about next steps. 
 
Authorized Ministers’ Lunch 
The Authorized Ministers’ Lunch will be Friday, June 16, 2017 from 12 PM to 3 PM at the Marriott Hotel 
Downtown Hartford, 200 Columbus Avenue. Ordained ministers celebrating their 50th and 25th 
anniversaries of ordination will be honored at the luncheon. The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer will be the 
keynote speaker. 
 
Hospitality 
Please check our website for information about child-care, special needs and directions. 
 
The Worship Committee is led by the Rev. Chad William Kidd, Minister of Music at the First 
Congregational Church, UCC in Reading, and co-pastor of the First Congregational Church of Truro and 
The Rev. Alison Buttrick Patton, Pastor of the Saugatuck Congregational Church of Westport.   
 
The following business will be discussed and acted upon: 
 
I. Actions Recommended by the Board of Directors of the Conference 
A. Consent Agenda  
Our Board of Directors uses a method in their meetings called the “Consent Agenda.”  Items mentioned in 
the Consent Agenda are available on the website.    
 
B. A resolution of United in Ministry and Mission: An Invitation to Create a New Conference  
of the United Church of Christ. 
 
II. Resolutions and such other actions that may come before the meeting. 
When we assemble at the Connecticut Convention Center, we will be the Body of Christ worshipping, 
praying, deliberating, and making a witness to Jesus Christ.  Come prayerfully, thoughtfully, and 
enthusiastically to seek God’s wisdom for our common mission as the United Church of Christ in 
Connecticut.   
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

 
The Rev. Kent J. Siladi 
Conference Minister 
 
 


