
Welcome to a new decade with its many challenges and frustrations left over from 
our old decade.  I know itôs the Year of the Tiger, if that is any comfort. 

 

The New Year began with our plans for annual meeting in Southbury on April 24
th
.  

A new team of officers will be taking over - no, we have not thrown the baby out 
with the bath water but Jennifer Peterson will be at the helm of our good ship -ñThe 
Connecticut Womenò.  I hope to see many of our women attending.  An exciting 
program is being planned.  Just to note a few ï our keynote address will be pre-
sented by Susan Campbell of The Hartford Courant, who has just written a novel:  
ñDating Jesusò ña story of Fundamentalism, Feminism, and the American Girlò.  
There will be workshops, lunch, installation of officers, recognition of special 
women from our UCC churches, and a service of Holy Communion will end the 
day. The cost is $15.00.  The offering for the day will be given to Silver Lake for 
furnishings for the Retreat Lodge.  For the Church World Service workshop, we 
are asking women to bring items to complete hygiene kits to be sent wherever the 
need is greatest. A list of these items can be found in this newsletter. 

 There is still time to register for Celebration VIII in Burlington VT.  There will be a 
bus starting in Fairfield, with 2 other stops on the way to Burlington.  The cost is 
$65 per person.  Jennifer Peterson is in charge of this (203-262-6460).  Registra-
tion is now $100 per person.  For more information contact Eileen Lovett at 401-
434-5217 or email her at eslovett@msn.com. 

Three women from Korea will be attending this event. The women will be in CT 
from March 10

th
 through the 17

th
  - staying with special host families. The women 

from Connecticut will have an opportunity to get together in Burlington on Friday 
evening. Also, remember CT women are responsible for bringing nuts and trail 
mixes for the Hospitality Room. 

A Special thanks to Susan Waldron and all the other women who have worked 
extremely long and hard to put this event together.  It is no small task.  We look 
forward to Celebration VIII and all the wonderful happenings to occur on that 
weekend. 
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Is there a special woman in your church that you think should be recognized on April 24
th
?  Please contact Pam 

DiDio at 1-866-367-2822 ext 101 (if you have questions) or email your nomination to her at pamd@ctucc.org .  
(See Page 5 in this newsletter for specific instructions.) Recognizing these special women is one of the highlights 
of our Annual Meeting. 

 

Please save this date- Saturday October 30
th

, it will be our fall gathering at First Church of Christ, Glastonbury.  
Details to follow.  

 
Watch for the Call Letters of District meetings in your area ï they are always well planned and deserving of your 
support. 

 
And finally as we begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday, may we be reminded at the end of that journey 
comes a life where God will bless you with a renewed faith and a deeper connection with the divine. 

 
Shalom, 

 

Carole J.  Fanslow 
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President, cont. 

 C O M M U N I C A T O R  

              FROM YOUR SERVICE COMMITTEE 
         Jennifer Peterson,  Dawn Scott and Jeanne  Grandy        

                        HELP US TO HELP SILVER LAKE    

Previously, the Connecticut Women collected over $12,000 to build a cabin at Sil-
ver Lake.  Because that project has been delayed due to unforeseen (technical) 
circumstances, those monies have been diverted to help build the Commons 
Building for Circle, which is currently in the process of being built.  The Connecti-
cut Women  have also pledged (through the end of the 2011 fiscal year) to help 
furnish the ñretreatò building soon to be built at Silver Lake. This will also include  
ñrefurbishingò (mostly reupholstering and reconditioning) furniture that was used 
at Ingraham House and is now in storage  

 

We would encourage the women of the Connecticut Conference to give gener-
ously when the offering is taken up at Annual Meeting.  So many of you and your 
families have enjoyed Silver Lake for many years; letôs make sure that the legacy 
endures. Our goal for this project is $15,000.  To date, we have collected almost 
$3,500.  As soon as we reach this goal, we will turn our attention to another, 
equally worthy cause! 

 

                                                          

mailto:pamd@ctucc.org
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Interfaith Sewing & Service Group Makes School Bags Available to Area Groups  

  

Since 1996, the Interfaith Sewing and Service Group from Willimantic, Connecticut has been making  

schoolbags for Church World Service (CWS) Tri-State Office in Connecticut.  The Tri-State area  

used to cover Connecticut, Rhode Island, Downstate New York and Long Island.  Over the years, 

the group has made over 16,000 school bags for churches in their region to fill with school supplies. 

 The Interfaith Sewing and Service Group would like to continue their ñbagò ministry for the new re-
gion which consists of all of New England.  They will be distributing the bags from their home base 
at the First Congregational Church of Willimantic.   

  

The bags will be available for 75¢ per bag plus the cost of postage or they can be picked up in  

Willimantic by calling in advance.  Depending on the demand for bags, quantities may be limited to  

50 bags per organization.  

  

To order bags, you may call Barb Leary at 860-228-9658, contact the church office at  

860-2423-6827 or email at fccsec@snet.net. 

  

In addition to CWS, the sewing group does hands-on work for over 20 organizations and agencies.   

Making school bags isnôt their full time job, so please place your orders early, well before the spring  

Depot pick ups. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need:  

¶ One hand towel measuring approx. 16ò x 28ò (no fingertip or bath towels) 

¶ One washcloth 

¶ One wide-tooth comb 

¶ One nail clipper 

¶ One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

¶ One toothbrush (in original packaging) 

¶ Six standard size Band-aids 

¶ One one gallon plastic bag with a zipper seal 

 

Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit.  This will be added to the 
kits prior to shipment  

mailto:fccsec@snet.net
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EASTERN DISTRIC MEETINGSðOpen to All   

 Eastern District Worship Meeting:  

DAY of RENEWAL  

Monday, April 5 thðSTORRS Congregational Church,  9:30 am till 1 pm 

          PROGRAM:  Spring Renewal  

          Bag Lunch - $1.00 Registration - Please bring your points for ELON 

Eastern District Study Meeting:  

         JOSHUA SERIES 

          Monday, June 7 th - First Church of Christ ï MANSFIELD, 9:30 till 1 pm 

         PROGRAM:  ñPraying in Colorò with Gloria Bent 

         Bag Lunch - $1.00 Registration,  astern District Board Meeting follows from 1 ï 2 pm 

Contact:   Julie Evans,   860-889-1636    daisy.01@snet.net  
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         DISTRICT NEWS AND HAPPENINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                 SOUTHWESTERN AND LITCHFIELD DISTRICTS  
 
 
 

The Spring Meeting for our Districts will be held at the Huntington Congregational Church, 19 
Church Street, Huntington on May 12, 2010 beginning at 9:30 a.m. The Reverend Patricia Bjorling, 
Associate Conference Minister for Generosity Ministries will be our featured speaker.  The Execu-
tive Board for Southwest/Litchfield Districts will meet March 24th ay the Huntington Congregational 
Church.. 
 
   Flora Major, President 
Southwestern/Litchfield Districts 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED NEWS  

     Find out what is happening by going to their website:  www.cwuct.org  

mailto:daisy.01@snet.net
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   LAST CHANCE  TO MAKE A NOMINATION FROM YOUR  CHURCH  
       

                           IS YOUR CHURCH  

         HARBORING  . . .  

        AN òUNSUNGó HERO? 
  

 

DONôT FORGET !                                    DONôT FORGET ! ! 
 

  

TIME TO THINK ABOUT 2010 AWARDS  
    March 1, 2010, is the deadline for nominating a woman from your church to be a Recognized Woman.  Is there a 
particular ñsomewoman ò who helps make things move smoothly in your church?  Who is always there to lend a 
hand? Who never says ñnoò to any request from her family, her church, her community?  Then we want to hear 
about her!  She will be celebrated at the 82

nd
  Annual Meeting of Connecticut Women of the UCC in the Southbury 

Congregational Church Saturday April 24th, 2010. 

    This year we would again like to see some young women recognized ï we know there are some out there who do 
a lot for their churches and communities and we would like to celebrate women of all  ages!  Letôs not forget that to-
dayôs youth are tomorrowôs leaders! 

     Entries must be received no later than March 1st, 2010!!   Send a short typed paragraph of your nomineeôs 
outstanding work, complete with her name, address and telephone number (and your name and phone number, in 
case we have questions!) to:  Pam DiDio, CT Women of the UCC, 125 Sherman Street, Hartford, CT  06105 (e-mail:   
pamd@ctucc.org). 

 

PLEASE BE SURE TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING : 

Ŀ Name and address of nominee  

Ŀ Name of her church 

Ŀ Name and phone number of person submitting nomination (in case we have questions) 

Ŀ Brief description of why this nominee should be recognized 

 

      Please, we ask that only one or two nominations be submitted per church.   

 

The nominees will receive a personal invitation to attend this yearôs annual meeting and we encourage people from 
her church to come and help her celebrate. ñFrosting on the cakeò would be for her congregation to pay her registra-
tion. This would be a nice surprise for your honoree(s)  (é.only a suggestion). 
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NEWS FROM CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 

 

 

                                 

 

Church World Service Regional Directorôs Notes 

Greetings Friends, 

 

It is the week before Christmas as I write this.  Looking back, the year 2009 has been a journey of 

promise and pain, success and disappointment, and opportunities seized and lost.  We began with 

a new regional alignment that brought together all six New England states and Lower Hudson Val-

ley, New York, into a single region.  We closed a regional office and opened a satellite office, both 

in Connecticut.  We moved forward with notable success in the new configuration.  And now the 

year ends with the closing of that satellite office and the departure of its two excellent staff, Eileen 

Morgenweck-Schwartz and Alyse McEwen, who did some wonderful work there and will be greatly 

missed by all of us.  This move was brought about by a world economic situation that required 

CWS to reduce its staff globally.   

We are entering now with confidence a new era of development and emergency response work.  

Church World Service is committed to doing our best work while being good stewards of our re-

sources.  As an organization we will be more streamlined this year but we remain absolutely dedi-

cated to our programs, to the people we serve, and to you, our constituents and partners.  I be-

lieve strongly in our methods and models:  local decision-making and ownership, individual and 

community empowerment, long-term accompaniment, and ongoing solidarity with our sisters and 

brothers who are struggling to break the bonds of poverty and hunger.  I believe that by working 

internationally, nationally, and locally we will continue to make a difference in peoplesô lives.  Our 

New England staff is looking forward to the challenges ahead.  Amy Porter, Carol Bell, Kathleen 

Burton (who is returning to serve Connecticut and Rhode Island), and I are dedicated to creating 

and maintaining strong partnerships with all of you.   

 Hereôs the good news:  in spite of the economic downturn and a year that we know has been diffi-

cult for many, our New England region is ahead of last year in practically all major income catego-

ries!  CROP Hunger Walks are up, Blankets+ and Kits are up, alternative gifts are up, direct mail 

and individual gifts are up.  This is a testament to you, each and every one of you who have dug 

deep into the wells of generosity and have come through for those among us who need us more 

than ever.  Thank you!  Thank you on behalf of CWS.  And thank you on behalf of every hand and 

heart we touch when we reach out together in service to the worldôs poor.  The shape of Church 

World Service is changing and evolving but our heart and soul remain true to our historic mission 

and purpose.  Together we can make 2010 another outstanding year! 

 

Grace  & Peace, 

Rev. Bert Marshall 

New England Regional Director 

Church World Service / CROP  bmarshall@churchworldservice.org 
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  Church World Service  

Response in Haiti 
CWS is helping to meet emergency 
needs in the aftermath of the devastating 
Jan. 12 earthquake.  Within 24 hours 
after the quake, CWS and its partners 
began providing basic supplies, preposi-
tioned in the Dominican Republic.  It is 
working with partners to provide wa-
ter, food, temporary shelter and health 
assistance.  Having worked in partner-
ship in Haiti since 1954, CWS will also 
help to support communities in the long 
struggle to rebuild.   

             How you can help:  Please 

go to www.churchworldservice.org  

to donate on line or call 800-297-

1516 Send a contribution to Church 

World Service, P.O. Box 968, Elk-

hart, IN 46515 (please indicate Haiti 

Earthquake).   Thank you 
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Church World Services contôd 

Urgent Need for CWS Kits!  

At this time there is an urgent need for all types 
of CWS Kits, but the emphasis is on Hygiene 
and Baby Care kits for Haiti. Our inventory at 
the Brethren Service Center is very low at this 
time. Please consider reviving your kit ministry 
to help us provide help both in Haiti and around 
the world. 

If you cannot provide kits at this time please 
send donations to Church World Service, P.O. 
Box 968, Elkhart, IN 46515. (Indicate on your 
check Haiti Earthquake) 

 As you lovingly create your Kits, send us those 
photos and stories!  We would love to share 
with everyone on how creative you can be!  
Check other church stories at ñHow Youôre 
Helping in Haitiò on the web-site 

We have 3 area churches in Connecticut where 
you can drop off your kits April 19-23, please 
call for information 413-583-8355, 860-598-
9194 or 888-297-2767 for information. We 
have a NEW Kit Brochure!  

New England Welcomes  

   Kathy Burton as Associate Director  

Kathy will be supporting the New England Of-
fice in the Connecticut & Rhode Island Area as 
she continues to cover Church World Service 

on Long Island. 

 A number of you may know Kathy from her 
previous work with the former Tri-State Re-
gional Office.  Kathy will be working from a sat-
ellite office in Old Lyme, CT.   

 

She has previously served on the United 
Church of Christ State Womenôs Board and on 
the Church Women United State Board.   

 

Kathy is looking forward to reuniting with many 
of the familiar faces and establishing new ties 

to the dedicated volunteers who make 
Church World Service possible.  

Call her CWS line at 860-598-9194. 

Upcoming Workshop in Connecticut  

Inviting all CROP Walk leaders 

Kit program coordinators and Blanket+ 
Event leaders and all interested in Church 

World Service work in Haiti 

 

Mark your calendar  

March 20, 2010  9:00 am ï 3:00 pm  

at 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

46 Woodland Street, Hartford 

 

http://www.churchworldservice.org
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Check out the Intergenerational  Workshops!!  Bring 

your daughters, granddaughters, nieces and other 
young girls ïspecial housing accommodations can be 

made for youth groups or confirmation groups coming 

with their leaders.  

 

 

 

RESERVE YOUR SEAT ON THE CONNECTICUT BUS TO CELEBRATION VIII  
Leaving Friday, March 12, 2010 from the following Bus Stop Locations  

First Congregational Church   7:00 A.M. 

                                           148 Beach Street       

 Fairfield, CT 

 

North Haven Congregational Church          7:45 A.M. 

28 Church Street 

North Haven, CT   

 

Commuter Parking Lot    8:30 A.M. 

Exit #38 (Day Hill Rd.) 

Windsor, CT 

¶ There will not  be a lunch stop ï so please bring a bag lunch  on the bus with you. 

¶ There will be a brief stop at the Vermont Welcome Center to use restrooms 

¶ You can order a box lunch when you register for Celebration for the return trip home at: website: 
www.uccwomenscelebration.org 

RETURN times (approx.) on Sunday, March 14, 2010 will be: 

Windsor ï 6:30 P.M.  No. Haven ï 7:15 P.M.  Fairfield ï 8:00 P.M. 

To reserve your place on the bus, call or email Jennifer Peterson (203 -262-6460), email:  
pwpson@charter.net  or Pam DiDio at the Connecticut Womenôs office (860-761-7101), email:   

pamd@ctucc.org  
 

**PLEASE NOTE :  registrations for Celebration will be 
accepted  even AFTER the March 1

st
 cutoff date!  

Check with your church, your Association and even the State Board of Connecticut 

Women for scholarship monies ð donôt miss out on these financial opportunities!! 

        Women of Connecticut of ALL ages ï   

     LET YOUR VOICES BE HEARD IN  VERMONT!!!  

         There is STILL time to register** for   

   NEW ENGLAND WOMENôS CELEBRATION VIII -- 

                     MARCH 12-14, 2010 

    Sheraton Hotel  & Conference Center 

                        Burlington, VT 

**Registration is as easy as a click 
of a button at:   

www.uccwomenscelebration.org  

  Bus cost: 

  $65.00 

non-fundable 

http://www.uccwomenscelebration.org/
mailto:pwpson@charter.net
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Invite your girlfriends from other churches  ð what a way to spend some ñgirl 
timeò together!  Bring your moms, grandmothers and aunts ð there will be 
something for everyone!! 


