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Connecticut Women of the United Church of Christ 
Connecticut Women of the United Church of Christ is entering its 80th year.  An eightieth 

birthday – how very old that seemed when we were children.  Not today!  There are many per-

sons eighty years and older with whom I find it difficult to keep up. Today there are some per-

sons still active in their nineties and one hundreds.  Although the name has changed several 

times, this organization has survived for eighty years here in Connecticut.  That to me is remark-

able.  It means that over the last eighty years, thousands of women have given generously of their 

time and gifts.  Yes, there were times of challenge and frustration, but with faith in God, we have 

moved forward.  Many will affirm that “God is Still Speaking” 

 

The first president of the Council of Congregational Women of Connecticut, which was the 

result of four former organizations merging, was Amy Ogden Welcher. She was installed Octo-

ber 2, 1928 at a meeting held in Center Church in Hartford. One of the new cabins at Silver Lake 

Conference Center has been named for her.  At our Annu al Meeting, April 26, 2008, we will be 

installing the 35th President, Carole Fanslow at the United Congregational Church in Bridgeport. 

 

And the challenges are still before us today: women’s roles in the churches have changed, the 

values in society have changed, more women are working, many of these working women are 

single moms with young children, some grand mothers are the sole providers for grand children, 

women who are at home have a major “balancing act” to perform, each day, more women are 

being diagnosed with heart disease, breast cancer and depression.  Women are hungering for 

ways to replenish their spirits.   The list could go on. 

 

Today the purpose of CTWUCC is to cultivate the spirit of Christ in every area of human life, 

beginning with our own lives and reaching out into home, community and world.   CTWUCC do 

this by providing resources, guidance and encouragement through worship, study and service.  

Come to Worship, Stay to Study, Go to Serve 
Please join us to celebrate our 80th Birthday, April 26, 2008 

                 ~Norma Comins-President~ 

 

 

Happy 80
th

 Birthday! 



2  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2008 CWS Kit Depot 
Collection Sites  

The Church World Service Depot system is best de-
scribed as a network of churches that donate space 
and volunteer time during April to collect Church 
World Service kits that are assembled in our region.   
This page lists the collection sites for 2008.  A CWS 
truck is scheduled to pick up the kits from these lo-
cations near the end of April and deliver them to the 
warehouse in New Windsor, Maryland.  This is a 
once a year event and requires much organization 
and cooperation by all who use it.   Your kits are 
always needed.  The warehouse in New Windsor 
welcomes kits all year. 

Connecticut Depot Locations: 

United Congregational Church 
877 Park Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06604 
203-335-3107 & 335-3108 
Contact:Jean Kaechele, Church Secretary 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays   
During the month of April, through the 25th  
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
(Please carry in deliveries) 
 
First United Methodist Church 
24 Old Church St. 
Middletown, CT 06457 
860-346-3689 
Contact: Barb Hendershot 860-346-0467 
Mon.ð Fri.  
April 14th - 25th  9 a.m.- 12 p.m. 
 
United Methodist Church 
630 Main Street 
Winsted, CT 06098 
860-379-6386 
Church Secretary: Marilyn Telensky 
Month of April, through the 25th 
Thursdays  9 a.m. to 12 Noon 

Support the Tools & Blankets Pro-
gram with Gift Cards  
 
Motherôs and Fatherôs Day, cards are 
available.  Display cards to sell after 
services  - send your friends and 
loved ones a gift card that is the gift of 
hope for so many in need.   Call our 
office for samples or to order a quan-
tity on consignment 

Are you walking  with us this 
Spring!  The following Con-
necticut Communities are.  

Join them or help us by 
planning a CROP Hunger 
Walk  in your community. 

 
Bridgeport -  May 4 
Danbury/Brookfield 
Middletown- April 27 
Montville - April 27 

Niantic  
Norfolk 

North Stonington 
Norwich 

Hamden - April 13 
Portland - April 27 

Southern CT University 
Somers 

Westport 

CROP WALK 
ñWe walk  because they 

walkò 

Visit churchworldservice.org  to sub-
scribe to our weekly hotline and email 
alerts. 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days 
March 7- 10 

This will the sixth annual Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days Conference.  Our 
theme,  2008: Claiming a New Vision of 
Security, will guide and inspire this 
gathering of over 1,000 religious advo-
cates.  Experts will train participants 
on advocacy and policy issues, and on 
Monday, the conference will conclude 
with lobby visits on Capitol Hill. Go to 
www.advocacydays.org for more infor-
mation. 
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Fol low the  Journey  of  Your Kits !  
                                                           Church World Service 

                                                 Bus Trip 

to New Windsor, Maryland 

May 12-15, 2008  

 
The Tri-State Regional Office is joining forces with our Northern New England Regional 
Office by inviting our supporters to visit and volunteer at the Brethren Service Center in 
New Windsor, Maryland.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pick up sites in CT will be in Meriden, CT and Scarsdale, NY…Sites to be deter-

mined in MA 
 

Cost:  $360.00 per person* (private room, private bath, double oc-

cupancy)     *includes all meals except those en route 

Gettysburg transportation provided – dinner/sightseeing at travelers expense 

Please call 860-347-7821 locally or toll free 1 888 297-2767 for more informa-

tion or to register 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trip Highlights: 

► hands on experience volunteering at the CWS warehouse packing Kits 

► learn more about hunger and related justice issues 

► learn about the history of the Brethren Service Center 

► welcome a special CWS guest speaker 

► volunteer at “Greater Gift” (formally SERRV) pricing and packing beautiful items 

► enjoy a side trip to Gettysburg, PA on Wednesday afternoon 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

¶ The Executive Board of CTWUCC has said a fond farewell to Kathy Bur-

ton of Church World Services.   We send her off to her new adventures 

with all our love and best wishes. We thank Kathy for her dedication to our 

organization and all she has accomplished with us.  We will miss her. 
 

¶ With Kathy’s departure, the Executive Board welcomes Eileen Schwartz, 

as our new  Church World Services Representative.  We look forward to 

our continued association with this inspiring organization 
    

¶ Hartford District has officially been dissolved. 
 

 

CARES & CONCERNS: 
 

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 

 

¶ The family of former CTWUCC President Sally Riis.  Sally passed away 

suddenly this January. 

And  

 

The following people with serious medical concerns: 

 

¶ Kathy Burton 

¶ Norma Comins 

¶ Pat Davis 

¶ Diane Kelly 

 

ñDo this in  

remembrance  

of Me.ò 
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GIVING HOPE PROJECT  

TO ORPHANS & VULNERABLE 

CHILDREN OF RWANDA  

 

CTWUCCôS 2008 SERVICE MISSION 
 
The Giving Hope Project, CTWUCCôs service mission for 2008, is 
touching the hearts of the Women of UCC.  Since the November 
luncheon kickoff, $7,140.96 has been donated towards our goal 
of $15,000. 
 
ñSticks in a bundle are harder to break than a single stick.ò  This 
African Proverb shows how Giving Hope 
empowers thousands of children in Rwanda, 
Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya as they join 
hands to create enriched and sustainable 
livelihoods for their families and their future. 
 
At the heart of the Giving Hope methodology 
is the belief that a youth can make a valu-
able contribution to his or her own welfare.   

¶ It is the belief that the youth can re-
build the fabric of their family life. 

¶ That they can develop confidence in 
their own ideas and skills. 

¶ That they can find spiritual, psycho-
logical and physical strength by join-
ing together with others in a Giving Hope group. 

 
$250 will empower one orphan family for one year. 
 
There are thousand more orphans waiting for Hope.  Hope that we can give.   
There is only one question: 
What, with the help of God, are we willing to do together to help? 
 
If you are interested in a power point presentation, please contact us. 
 
Jennifer Peterson and Jeanne Grandy, 
CTWUCC Service Committee 
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  WHEN:     Saturday, April 26, 2008 

                   WHERE:   United Congregational Church,  
                        UCC Bridgeport, 877 Park Ave, Bridgeport,CT            
                    THEME OF THE DAY:    
                        Giving Hope to Children: Home and Abroad 
                    GUEST SPEAKER:      Rev. Da Vita McCallister,   
                     Assoc. Minister for Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

 COST:  $16.00 per person   (watch for the official Call Letter, early               

 in March, or call the office for more info:  860 -761-7101) 
 

     Come join us for an informative and inspiring day as we visit ways to 
ñGive Hopeò to children both home and abroad.  Rev. Da Vita McCallister 
will speak to the ñhomeò part of helping children here in Connecticut.  
ñDayò as she is known around the Conference Office is our new  Associate 
Minister for Youth and Young Adult Ministry.  You may have heard her at 
General Synod ï she gave the opening worship. Check out her bio on the 
next page! 
  
       Jennifer Peterson will tell us about helping children in Africa by giving 
a power point presentation.  She will tell us about the children in Rwanda, 
many of which are heads of households as the result of being made  
orphans by the AIDS epidemic. Through the ñGiving Hope Projectò these 
children learn how to feed not only themselves and younger siblings (by 
learning farming and/or animal husbandry); they are able to ñadoptò single 
orphans into their families; they learn how to run a business that will sus-
tain the whole family, and they learn how to interact with the general com-
munity. 
 

     We are planning for a question and answer/discussion breakout with 
the two speakers.  Then after a brief break, we will sit down to a delicious 
lunch prepared by the women of the church.  After lunch we will meet 
again in the Sanctuary for presentations of Recognized Women and Hu-
guenot Crosses, a business meeting and reports, and nomination of offi-
cers.  Installation of officers, communion and closing worship will conclude 
the day. 

    COME TO THE PARTY!! 
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the Associate Conference Minister she founded Magnificent Consultants, a consulting 
firm that specializes in empowerment for youth and young adults.  She is also the for-
mer Minister for Youth, Young Adults and Outdoors of the United Church of Christ.   
Rev. McCallisterôs ministry began in the Baptist Church, when she accepted the call to 
ministry at the age of 14 and has included service in the United Methodist Church, 
where she served as a pastor.  She was ordained in the Southeast Conference of the 
UCC and served that conference as the Vice Moderator, Ministry Partnership Coordi-
nator and as a member of the Church and Ministry Committee.  In addition to her work 
in the national setting and local churches she has also served the non-profit sector as 
the UCC coordinator for the Fund for Theological Education and in the academy as a 
lecturer and seminar leader.  
Rev. McCallister earned bachelorôs degrees in religion and psychology from Lincoln 
University and a Master of Divinity degree from Gammon Theological Seminary at the 
ITC in Hebrew Bible.  
She has been recognized for her service to the Church through several awards and 
distinctions including; preaching the Opening Worship Service of the 26

th
 General 

Synod of the United Church of Christ (UCC), her selection as the UCC National Staff 
Scholar in Residence at Elmhurst College, the first female to preach at the Evening 
Worship Service of the NAACPôs National Convention, the respondent to the Annual 
Copher Lectures at the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) and her status 
as the first self-avowed same-gender-loving person to be certified, ordained and given 
an Episcopal appointment within the United Methodist Church.   
Rev. McCallister is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and a supporter of 
the Human Rights Campaign and the ACLU.  She is the daughter of David McCallister 
and Eladies Sampson and the sister of Roslyn McCallister Brock and Michael McCal-
lister.  The youngest of three she is a proud aunt and avid Madden PS2 player.    
      She takes great pride in her Christian heritage as the great-grand daughter of the 
late Rev. Jesse B. Baldwin a Baptist minister and pastor of over 65 years in rural Flor-
ida. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

     Please Note:  Included in this newsletter you will find a copy of the CT 

Women of the UCC Constitution, printed on a colored piece of paper.  This item is to 
be considered as part of the Call Letter to Annual Meeting (it will also be included in 
the ñofficialò Call).  Please read it as there will be a vote at Annual Meeting with regard 
to this document. 

The Reverend Da Vita D. McCallister 

Rev. Da Vita D. McCallister is the Associate Conference Min-
ister for Youth and Young Adults in the Connecticut Confer-
ence of the United Church of Christ.  Prior to her work  as 
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From the Study Committee 
 

      NEW MATERIALS TO ENHANCE YOUR BIBLE STUDY RESOURCES 
  

The Tapestry Series:Threads of Wisdom from Biblical Women is a comprehensive Bible study 

that includes 9 lessons in a ready to use format.  Each individual lesson has a summary at the 

beginning, with numbered discussion questions in the margins of the text and easy reference 

numbers in the text.  There is also definitions of terms to bring the subject matter up to present 

day understanding, also called cross cultural information; a prayer and suggestions for lead-

ers.  The format is very easy to use and written by theologians. 

  

The subject matter for the 2007-2008 Tapestry Series is Above and Beyond Hearing God's Call 

to Jonah and Ruth.  Each year the study committee reviews and provides recommendations for 

resources to be used in individual churches.  This resource booklet is $8.50 and available 

through the CT Conference Office.  If you would like more information or to obtain a copy, 

please contact Pam at 761-7101.  Or, you may order directly from United Church of Christ  

Resources, Berea, Ohio (tel: 1-800-537-3394 or 1-800-325-7061 or fax 1-216-736-2206). There 

will be a charge for shipping ($6.00 minimum). 

  

 
The Study Committee of the CT Women of the UCC:  Irene Choi, Margie Kreitler, Marjorie 

McCafferty, and Barbara Wright 

NEW ENGLAND WOMEN'S CELEBRATION VIII 

PLANNING UNDERWAY 

 
Approximately 60 women have begun the 2 year planning for the next New England Regional 
Women's Celebration.  The eighth event for United Church of Christ women from all of New Eng-
land will take place at the Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center in Burlington, Vermont from 
March 12-14, 2010.  The theme, TOGETHER, BUILDING BRIDGES has it's genesis in Ecclesias-
tes, chapter 3, verse 3....a time for tearing down and a time for building up...Committees hard 
at work include: Steering, Worship, Program, Workshops, Hospitality, Displays and Publicity. Cur-
rently, we are anticipating completion of the design for our logo. Once that process is completed 
we will move forward in updating the Celebration website.  Your Church Representatives to CT 
Women will receive press releases as they are available. I will also try to write regularly in this 
publication, so keep your eyes wide open!!! SAVE THE DATES & PLAN FOR BURLINGTON, 
MARCH, 2010!!! 
Susan Waldron, Coordinator swaldron01@snet.net 

mailto:swaldron01@snet.net
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 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

2008 
MARCH 
3rd       Eastern District   
             Meeting, Mystic 
             Congregational     
             Church.  
             Snow Date: 3/10/08            
23rd      Easter 
 
APRIL 
3rd         S.W. & Litchfield 
               Meeting, First  
               Congregational   
               Church, Stratford 
 
26th        80th Annual  
                Meeting CTWUCC 
                Bridgeport, CT 
                9:30 to 3:00 

MAY 

11th             Motherôs Day 
 
SEPTEMBER 
12th         NEWSLETTER 
                 DEADLINE      
     
TO CONTACT PAM DI DIO AT 
THE OFFICE OF THE CONN.  

   WOMEN  
 HOURS:  Tues. and  Thurs., 
      9:30 amð1:30 pm 
  Telephone Numbers: 
   (860) 761-7101    
   E-mail: pamd@ctucc.org 
  Mailing address: 
      125 Sherman Street 
       Hartford, CT  06105 

 

                                                     
Eastern District News 

 

     Monday, March 3, 2008, Eastern District will 
hold a study meeting entitled: ñEnding Slaveryò.  
Mystic Congregational Church will be the site for 
this meeting.  Registration will start at 9:30 with 
coffee ñandò.  The guest speaker will be Judy 
Hyde, National Coordinator of Volunteers to End 
Slavery for FREE THE SLAVES.  There will be a 
discussion on ñWhat Can Each of Us Do?ò and 
an offering will be taken to send to the non-profit 
organization, FREE THE SLAVES.  Make checks 
payable to:  CTWUCC. 
      You are asked to bring a sandwich; beverage 
and dessert will be provided.  Immediately follow-
ing lunch, there will be a business meeting.  Call 
Carolyn Lester (860-228-1750) if you have any 
questions.  (Snow date is March 10th) 

    

  Southwestern & Litchfield Districts 

 

      Thursday, April 3, 2008, there will be a meet-
ing of Southwestern and  Litchfield Districts at 
First Congregational Church in Stratford (2301 
Main Street).  The Rev. Edward Rawls of the host 
church will be the speaker.  His topic will be 
ñKatrina ï Agony ï Aftermath.ò  The host church 
will serve a luncheon, which will be followed by a 
business meeting.  The cost of registration is 
$7.00 (make checks payable to CWUCC/SW and 
send to:  Eugenie Fischer, 12 Camelot Drive, Apt. 
D5, Norwalk, CT  06850).   Reservations for the 
luncheon will be needed by March 25

th
.  All ques-

tions should be directed to Flora Major (203-866-
2761). 
    People attending are asked to bring food items 
for Sterling House Food Pantry which serves the  
needy in the Stratford area.  
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      March 1, 2008, is the deadline for nominating a woman from your church 

to be a Recognized Woman.  Is there a particular “somewoman” who helps  

make things move smoothly in your church?  Who is always there to lend a  

hand? Who never says “no” to any request from her family, her church, her  

community?  Then we want to hear about her!  She will be celebrated at the  

80th Annual Meeting of Connecticut Women of the UCC.   

     Entries must be received no later than March 1st, 2008!!  Send a short 

typed paragraph of your nominee’s outstanding work, complete with her name, 

address and telephone number (and your name and phone number, in case we 

have questions!) to:  Pam DiDio, CT Women of the UCC, 125 Sherman Street, 

Hartford, CT  06205 (e-mail:   pamd@ctucc.org). 

 

WE  ARE LOOKING FOR A FEW 

GOOD WOMEN 

 

Youõre Invited ñ to the Interfaith Sewing and Service Groupõs 14th 

Open House & Luncheon on Wednesday, March 26, 2008 (snow date 

March 27), 10:00 am ñ2:30 pm.  First Congregational Church, 199 Valley 

Street, Willimantic (tel 860 -423 -6827)  
 

10-12 Work session ñ join us; Noon ñ Luncheon; 1 pm Panel Discussion 

ó Rebuilding after the Stormó  Speakers: Dave Minnick-New Orleans; 

Linda Garner -Mississippi Back Bay Mission; Jesse Glick -Church                      

World Service.  
 

Special ProjectðHealth Kits for Church World Service Please bring one 

or more items ( only items listed here): Hand towel, large comb, 6 Band -

Aids, wrapped toothbrush, metal nail file or nail clippers, (unwrapped) 

bath size bar of soap, 1 gallon zip lock bag.  

 

Please respond for lunch reservation by March 19th to Barb (860) 228

-9658 or Helen (860) 456 -3048.  

 

mailto:pamd@ctucc.org
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Litany of Remembrance 

by Joyce Rupp 
 

I remember the children of the world.  As Jesus called to the children to come to see him, 

so I gather the children of my world who are hurting.  I embrace them with loving kind-

ness and with a desire to mend the systems that bring such pain to their young lives.  I re-

member the children: 

 

 … who will go hungry today, 

            … whose parents are on drugs, 

            … who have no one to teach them to read, 

            … who are handicapped and unattended, 

            … who do not know love, 

 … who live in filth and degradation, 

 … who have no friends,  

 … who are not listened to, 

… who have never been sung to or read to or taken by the hand or experienced 

             earth’s mystery and beauty 

… who do not have anyone to tuck them into bed at night, 

… who are shunned or mistreated because of their color, their religion, or the 

             place where they live, 

… who have no awareness of their inner goodness,  

… who have stopped believing in love, 

… who are filled with anger and hate, 

… who are receiving a poor education, 

… who are ill or in pain, 

… who are grieving the death of a loved one, 

… who are suffering from AIDS or drug-related diseases, 

… who feel lonely, desolate, and unloved, 

… who are filled with fear for their lives, 

… who hear only harsh words and hostile language, 

… who have been bruised, beaten and mutilated, 

… who are victims of incest, rape and pornography, 

… who hide in fear of the sounds of war, 

… who are ill and have no medical attention. 

 

Yes, I pray for the children of my world today and I pray for each man and woman, in-

cluding myself, that we will do our part to create better living conditions for these chil-

dren.  Show us the way and prod us into action, God of justice and compassion! 

 

Taken from Out of the Ordinary 

By Joyce Rupp 

Ave Maria Press, 2000 

Notre Dame, IN  
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         Hartford, CT 

Connecticut Women of the U.C.C. 
125 Sherman Street 
Hartford, CT   06105 

CHURCH REPS, PLEASE POST THIS NEWSLETTER FOR  
THE WOMEN OF YOUR CHURCH!! 

 
 

            
 

 

         

                                                                  
HE IS RISEN!! 

 


